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Samuel Chadwick, one of God’'s great men of past
years, taught that Satan’s greatest aim is to @estir
prayer lives. Satan is not afraid of prayerlesgl\st
prayerless work or prayerless religion — but hd wil
tremble when we pray. If Chadwick was correct (and
many other great men of God have said similar #)ing
then we have a problem. If there is any part af ou
church life that seems to be in trouble, it is pinayer
meeting. IN fact, in an increasing number of ches;

for all practical purposes, there is no such meetin
all.

There is no lack of books on prayer, and most psisto
preach on prayer every now and again. But if tliere
any doctrine to which we pay only lip service inrou
churches, it has to be the doctrine of prayer.aveh
ministered in thousands of churches over the past
twenty-two years in Europe, North America and
around the world and | have never ceased to be
amazed at the neglect of true, heart-felt, corgorat
prayer. There are some beautiful exceptions, of
course, but they are few by comparison. | sometime
wonder whether another challenge or message on
prayer will do any good. The hour has come fotaus
pray. Let us put the prayer meeting back intolifiee

of our churches.

Part of my motivation for writing this article caafter

a weekend of ministry in a church where the midkwvee
prayer meeting had been dropped, due manly todack
interest and attendance. The Holy Spirit worked
during that weekend, and in the final meeting on
Sunday evening the pastor announced that they would
start the prayer meeting again on the following

Wednesday evening. Later, | head that some fifty
people had attended and that they had a greatdime
prayer. The fact that some churches do have good,
lively, powerful prayer meetings even in this aidtiic,
leisure-loving, television age is proof that yolurch

can do so as well. But it will take action, didwip

and perseverance, combined with large amounts of
love, patience and spiritual reality.

Some Christians tell me that they have stoppedggoin
to dead, badly organised prayer meetings, whilersth
continue only from a sense of duty or guilt. Skiowke

not be drawn into the presence of the living Gothwi
higher motivation that this? Why are we attraciaty

by special speakers and programmes, rather thiue to
Lord himself? What real authority does the Lordude
have in our churches today? What authority does he
have in your life and mine if we do not give top
priority to meeting regularly with his people tcagP

The Need for Change

To see things change will take both a spiritual and
practical revolution. We need a divine combinatidn
practical change and deeper commitment. Pastors
spend hours preparing for a sermon, but how much
time is put into preparing for the prayer meeting?
Linked with this is the great compromise of chaggin
the prayer meeting to a mid-week service or ‘prayer
and Bible study’ that involves only ten to twenty
minutes of actual intercession after the bible wtand
prayer requests. | suppose some feel this isriibae
nothing, but many decide that ‘nothing’ is betteda
so they just don't attend.

Some really lively churches with which | have catta
have prayer and Bible study on separate nightsdaro

to give enough time for both. Others have them
together, but make the meeting long enough to delu
at least one hour of prayer. Some hold prayer inget
sin various homes, which is good, although often on
these occasions there is a tendency for there todoe
fellowship than prayer. And when these groups do

pray, they often seem to lack reality in the aréa o
intercession.

These functions should not take the place of atlea
one good church prayer meeting each week at which a
large part of the congregation meets. We should
follow the example we find in Acts 1:14, ‘They all
joined together constantly in prayer.’

The lack and neglect of such meetings is, | bejieve
one of the greatest mistakes in our Bible-believing
churches, and such deception by Stan represemts a f
greater enemy than liberal theology or the cults.
fact, a clear study of 2 Corinthians 10:4-7 wouidw

us that prayer is the principal means through whieh
are going to stand against the enemy whatever way h
might attack us. We seem to be blind to the nabdire
spiritual warfare and feel that as long as we rafidl
Sunday school and good numbers on Sunday morning
then all is well. Could it be true that if the Kdbpirit

left us, very few changes would be made? Would
everything go on as usual?

We should be willing to do almost anything to keep
from such a deadly state. It seems to be almast to
late in some places, where spiritual schizophréaia

set in such a deep level. This will be changed byl
radical, deep-rooted repentance. Surely the prayer
meeting, and our personal prayer lives, must batalf
importance if anything lasting and real is to tpkece

at the centre of church life. Let us put Christloato

his rightful place as, Lord of our own lives andair
church programmes.

Church LeadersMust Act

The responsibility for action rests with pastorsd an
church leaders, with a need for the co-operation of
every church member. It is vital that church leade
meet together for discussion and prayer on specific
action they should take to make the prayer meeading
mean event in their churches. Pastors need tseeal
the importance of firm preaching and teaching an th
biblical basis for prayer. They also need to poiuat



some of the things to avoid in prayer meetings;
praying too long at one time, preaching at othersur
prayers, praying only for the needs of our own chuyr
not changing anything from week to week, judging
and looking down on people who pray differently or
who lack ability in English or theology, and noallg
believing or expecting any answers. A lot of good
books on prayer are now available and should be
widely distributed among the congregation, alonthwi
other informative books such &3peration World.
Church leaders should wait on God and prepare in a
serious way so that each prayer meeting is cayefull
planned and fully used.

Conducting the Prayer M eeting

As far as the prayer meeting itself is concernexny h
can we actively get out of the rut which often nwmke
this the most boring, unpopular meeting of the Week
I'd like to pass on a few suggestions used effetfiv
for more than twenty years in our work. We have
discovered that to vary the format of the meetigg i
extremely important, as the more accustomed we
become to routines, the less vital it is to uscalt be
varied by sometimes beginning with worship,
intercession and thanksgiving; other times wittriafb
challenge to prayer. If ministry from the Word is
given it should be short and yet powerful; indivadki
could also share specific answers to prayer.

Prayer must involve the mind as well as the heand,
long periods that do not require personal involveime
allow the mind to drift. Therefore, it is good lhoeak
into groups so that each person is given the
opportunity to participate. Each group could, for
example, be given information about one area ofinee
and be asked to concentrate their prayers on that.

We use films, videos and filmstrips whenever pdssib
and applicable. Many mission groups have produced
some very effective ones that are a good stimwus t
prayer. When showing slides, you could even tomfo
time of prayer after each half dozen or so.

When prayer requests are presented, it is besepd k
hem short. Long detailed accounts for prayer mbf o
kill the spirit of the meeting, but they also oftave
very little time for prayer. Items for prayer apthise
could be written in advance and given out to peagle
they arrive, or they could be written on a blackidoa
One of the best helps is an overhead projector,
especially as outline maps of various countriesiccou
also be shown.

Delegate individuals in advance to give a briefatpd
on a particular country. This could include statss
(for example, the population of the region, itsgien,
etc. — all easily obtained from the bo@peration
World), something of the missionary work being done
there, as well as any current news regarding differ
situations within that country. If the church has
several missionaries, then play short tapes cantain
up-to-date  information  about their  present
circumstances. It may also be a good idea foropast
to encourage people to ‘adopt’ a missionary fantiy;
write to them regularly, and then to present byidffie
needs of that family at the prayer meeting frometitm
time. It would be encouraging for both church
members and the missionaries if mission fields coul
be visited now and again.

Urge different people to pray. Help them to feel
relaxed in terms of grammar, theological content or
length. Especially encourage those who don't pray
very often or not at all — but don't embarrass ameyo
There must be a balance between the Holy Spirit's
spontaneous work and each person’s helping to make
the prayer meeting what it should be. Be patient a
reject discouragement — people will not learn teati
prayer overnight. In order to encourage people to
become more world-wide in their vision, it is gotmd
make use of a world map and other helpful iteme (li
the set of prayer cards available from the address
below).

Where and When

Where and how often should group prayer meetings be
held? In addition to the weekly prayer meetinghat
church, | strongly advise that the meeting be held
periodically in homes. This opens doors of ministr
through hospitality and avoids the pitfalls of &g
prayer from fellowship and basic spiritual growth.
Around the world God is working in home meetings,
and a church is foolish if it totally fails to makse of
this opportunity in some way. How sad, on the pthe
hand, to see many home groups having no real sitere
in praying for anything outside their own partiqula
needs.

| believe there should be spontaneous early morning
prayer meetings and days set aside for prayem ¢die
into the night. | believe this is one of the méantors

in the victories we see around the world, both an o
two ocean-going ships, and through our teams
operating in more than twenty-five countries. Dgri
such extended times of prayer people must be nmade t
feel free to leave when they want to. They must
realise that they are not in a spiritual marathon.
However, the more information they have about the
world’s needs, the more responsibility they wiklféo
pray for those needs to be mefAnd prayer takes
times!

Remember we are in a spiritual warfare. Prayenis

of our main weapons and faith is closely linkedhwit

We must not expect it to be easy. Satan will counter-
attack any efforts made towards effective prayéfe
must refuse any form of discouragement and press
forward whatever the cost. Half the world had st
heard or read the gospel and what we do in prayer,
God’s sovereignty and mercy, will be a decidingdac
as to whether or not they will. Let us ask Godrfew
ideas and initiatives in order to be creative ie task
that he ahs given us. And let us be disciplined in
playing our personal part.
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